Focal neurological signs in cerebral malaria accounted for by preceding neurological damage.
In 1987 at Port Moresby General Hospital, Papua New Guinea, two out of 103 adults with a final diagnosis of cerebral malaria had focal neurological signs noted on admission. In both cases the focal signs could be explained by documented prior neurological disease with residual focal damage. Focal neurological signs in patients presenting with malaria should prompt careful investigation to exclude other active neurological disease. Where no additional diagnosis is evident a history of past neurological damage may become apparent to explain the focal nature of the malaria presentation.